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Happy February!
It has been an amazing Black History Month (U.S. and Canada) so far! Please think about
supporting and/or organizing Black History Month events in your area.
In that same vein, there are some exciting regional events that happened (and will happen)
before the month is out! Please make sure you join our regional Facebook pages to find
out more. Also, please note that we have changed the structure of our regions to be more
friendly to those who live in what used to be multi-state regions. If you are interested in
creating a smaller regional group, please reach out to either myself (president@lmda.org)
and/or Jackie Goldfinger (regional@lmda.org).
These events are initiated from your requests and sponsored by you and your membership
fees. If you have not done so already, please take a moment to renew your
membership. At the moment, only 30% of our membership has renewed their dues post
the Lessing week membership drive. If there is a reason you have not renewed — whether
the news is good, bad, or ugly — we are here to listen. Let us know! Always feel free to
reach out to me or to Kate Langsdorf at membership@lmda.org with any thoughts or
concerns.
If you need a link to renew (while you are reading this and thinking about it) click
here: https://lmda.org/join
In case you were wondering, we are moving towards setting up auto renewals to make all

of this easier. However, that does require a set up on our website’s backend that we are
modifying to sure it is safe and secure! Until then, please continue to do this manually with
us as we work towards that larger goal.
As always, if you have any thoughts, suggestions, or concerns, please feel free to reach
out to me or the appropriate Executive Committee member (for a list - see
here: https://lmda.org/boardandexecutive). Or, if you have a list of Canadian and/or
Mexican Commemorative Observances -- I will take that too. I have done some research
(of course) but I am always in the search for a better source.
Best,
Martine Kei Green-Rogers

Q&A | THOMAS CHOINACKY
Thomas Choinacky is an interdisciplinary artist based in Philadelphia. He recently
published a study on the percentage of work by local playwrights at the major area
theaters -- a project which has elicited much discussion among the Philadelphia artistic
community. We asked him some questions about the project, which struck us as quite
dramaturgical in nature.
You can see his data and methodology here.
What prompted you to gather these statistics about how frequently Philadelphia
playwrights' work is produced in the area?
I am a member of the writers group The Foundry @ PlayPenn, and I have talked with
fellow playwrights about wanting our plays to be produced within the next few years. It led
me to ask: What are my odds of being produced locally? Do people who produce local
playwrights get a lot of financial support? So I started researching our immediate theater
community. I primarily wanted to see which theaters invest in producing local playwrights,
so I know where I should be investing my time and effort in possibly being produced.
What surprised you about the reaction to this project? What encouraged you?
I was really surprised about the backlash it received and the pushback that it was
#alternativefacts. I have to laugh at this, because it is data. I think our culture has muddied
the power of numbers and statistics, even if the data may not be in the most positive light.

I am encouraged by the conversations that
it is starting. We can’t change anything by
being silent. And individuals are beginning
to come forward who are interested in
brainstorming our next steps to support
visibility for local playwrights.
How do you plan to continue engaging
with this topic?
The conversation I want to be having is:
who is telling and what is the story we are
telling about our community through the
plays produced? Art is the culture’s way of
talking to itself. Today, Philly’s racial
majority is African American, yet our
theater community is primarily continuing
to raise up/produce the writing of straight white men to tell our stories. This is a poor
representation of the people of this city and ignores the diverse local playwrights who live
here. I want to close the gap between the narratives local companies want to tell and have
more stories/productions that are representative of our city, which I think could both be
supported by the production of local writers plays.
You frequently collaborate with dramaturgs on your artistic projects, and so
dramaturgical inquiry seems to be an important part of your practice. Did you think
about this project as a dramaturgical exercise?
In the immediate I wasn’t thinking about it as dramaturgy, but it most certainly is. I was
saying to my partner this week that I have stopped reading fiction ‘for fun,’ because
everything I am reading is connected to my current research and projects. I am in a
constant dramaturgical exercise and aim to create conversation within my process.
What is your ultimate vision for the relationship between Philadelphia playwrights
and theater institutions?
I first want to recognize the complicated situations that theater institutions are in. So much
of their work is based in sales and they seek ‘guarantees,’ producing shows that they
expect will sell lots of tickets. Also, general audiences are attracted to things they are
familiar with. If you are choosing between familiarity and someone named Thomas
Choinacky (I mean how do you even pronounce that?), I get it!
That said, my vision would be to think and talk locally and inclusively. How can we build
multiple tracks for playwrights to intersect with theater institutions? And overarchingly, how
can the conversation be about untold stories and stories we want to hear about, and not
just what an audience may be familiar with.

We need to change.
Interview by Jeremy Stoller
Another Successful Lessing Week!
Each January, LMDA holds a week-long fundraiser around Gotthold Ephraim Lessing's
birthday, to fund our Early-Career Dramaturg travel grants that help bring newly-minted
dramaturgs to our Conference. Members host bake sales and donate online --often in
honor of their mentors -- to support this cause.
Thanks to your generosity, this year we raised...
$2,333.80!
We appreciate your contributions, and look forward to announcing ECD Travel Grant
recipients shortly.

Upcoming Regional Events
We are kicking off our spring regional activities!
Please join us...
(Events organized alphabetically by region. Scroll
down for details. Also, make sure to join the
Facebook pages of the region(s) in which you live
and work. That way, you will receive updated
information: https://lmda.org/map)
-CANADA
LMDA Canada online Happy Hour with Special Guest Laurel Green, discussing the many
hats she wears (Dramaturg/Director/Producer), date and time TBA. Stay tuned for details!
-CENTRAL APPALACHIA/SOUTHEAST
March 4-7: Cardinal Cross Arts Co. will produce, and LMDA will co-sponsor, Crossing
Roots: a 3-day rural-urban theater workshop and intercultural exchange in Cumberland
Gap, TN, Whitesburg, KY, and various central Appalachian cultural sites. Crossing Roots
will feature Brooklyn-based ensemble The TEAM, diverse Appalachian and Southern
theater artists, and performers from the National Theatre of Scotland. For more
information: https://www.cardinalcross.org/ (Application Deadline was February 8.)

-FLORIDA
Florida dramaturgs will have a happy hour networking event organized around one
performance of “The Cake” at Asolo in Sarasota in April. Stay tuned for details!
-MID-ATLANTIC
A panel conversation on civic dramaturgy in late-spring 2019. Stay tuned for details!
Contact Hannah Ratner if you’d like to volunteer to assist with this
event: midatlantic@lmda.org
-NEW YORK
Speed-networking event in NYC coming May 2019! Speed-networking applies the concept
of speed-dating to your professional life, resulting in a rapid-fire networking session where
you can meet some of the greatest dramaturgical minds in NYC! Participants will rotate
through a room of dramaturgs from all backgrounds and levels of experiences. You will
have 7 minutes per person to make a fast impression. Get your business cards and
elevator pitch ready to make some speedy introductions! Stay tuned for details!
-NORTHEAST
A panel on socially conscious season planning in the late-spring 2019. Stay tuned for
details! Contact Talya Kingston if you’d like to volunteer to assist with this
event: northeast@lmda.org
-TONIGHT! ONLINE EVENT: “The Honest Nitty-Gritty of Literary Management”
Please join us online on Wednesday, February 27 from 8-9:30pm EST for a conversation
about "The Honest Nitty-Gritty of Literary Management." It will feature Sharai Bohannon
(former LM, Artemisia), Kirsten Bowen (LM, Woolly Mammoth), Gabe Green (Director of
Artistic Development, La Jolla Playhouse), Anna Morton (LM, McCarter), Zev Valancy
(former LM, Stage Left) and moderator Jacqueline Goldfinger (former LM, Philadelphia
Theatre Company). We will speak openly about how we got jobs as literary managers, the
duties of our jobs, the practical day-to-day work, and how you can be an advocate for other
artists. We'll even discuss how to know when it's time to leave. The format of the online
event is: A short 30-45 minute Q&A lead by Goldfinger with the panelists and then we will
open it up to questions from members. RSVP is required. You must be a member to
participate. To RSVP, email: regional@lmda.orgwith the name on your membership. Once
your membership is verified, then you'll receive log-on instructions for the event. We use
Zoom, a corporate video technology, that is an easy one-touch log-in, and can be used via
computer or phone.
-THIRD COAST
LMDA members are invited to attend the opening of WOLF AT THE DOOR at Kitchen Dog
Theatre on April 11! We will be offering a 50% discount for LMDA members to our opening
night show on April 11th (show starts at 8pm). LMDA members can use the code "LMDA"
to reserve their $15 ticket on the Kitchen Dog site (http://www.kitchendogtheater.org).

Members are encouraged to stay after the show for our opening night party, which includes
free drinks and light bites, to mingle and network.
*Many of our events come from ideas suggested by members like you! Please send us
your ideas: https://lmda.org/map*
Regional questions? Reach out to the VP of Regional Activity Jacqueline Goldfinger
(regional@lmda.org).
Your Dramaturgy Ad Here!
We’re reserving this high-value newsletter real estate for our Institutional Members. Do you
have a job posting you want our readers to see, an M.F.A. program looking for a wellqualified applicant pool, or a festival you want to make sure smart dramaturgs have on
their radar? This is the place for it! Institutional Memberships are only $200, and they
come with four individual member profiles for your organization to divvy out as you see fit.

Let your organizational leadership know that we’d love them to join the LMDA party

Join us in Chicago for #LMDA19
Put it on your calendar now!
June 20-22, 2019.
Keep an eye on lmda.org/conference for
information for next year's conference!

CALL FOR TRANSLATORS
As we look ahead to #LMDA20 (pssst...in Mexico City), we could use help with a few
things - 1) LMDA members who can translate the call for the 2019 and 2020 conference
into Spanish/Portuguese, 2) Names/contact information for translators in Mexico City 3)
Leads on potential artists to connect with in Mexico and the surrounding area.
Please send any leads to Martine (president@lmda.org).

Interested in contributing to the next newsletter? Have content ideas?
E-mail communications@lmda.org.

Want to keep up with the conversation about the latest in dramaturgical activity?
Follow us on Social Media (@LMDAmericas) by clicking on the logos below!

Subscribe to our listserv

